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Point Lay Drums at Bottom of Former Drinking 

Water Lake  
 

SITREP # First and Final 
 
SPILL #:  N/A 
 
TIME/DATE OF DISTRIBUTION: Final 10:30 a.m. August 10, 2016 
 
POTENTIAL RESPONSIBLE PARTY (PRP): Unknown 

 
INCIDENT LOCATION: Point Lay, Alaska, drinking water lake 
 
TIME/DATE OF SPILL: There are no reports of a spill at this time. 
 
HOW/WHEN SPILL WAS DISCOVERED: On August 5, 2016, the Kokolik River eroded through the land that 
separated the river from the lake that served as the drinking water source for Point Lay, resulting in the lake 
draining and exposing the bottom sediment and multiple drums.  
 
TYPE/AMOUNT OF PRODUCT SPILLED: There are no reports of a spill at this time. 
 
CAUSE OF SPILL: There are no reports of a spill at this time. 
 
SOURCE CONTROL: There are no reports of a spill at this time. 
 
RESPONSE ACTION: The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) Prevention, Preparedness 
and Response (PPRP) and Drinking Water Program (DWP) received confirmation on August 9, 2016 that the 
drinking water lake for Point Lay was drained due to the Kokolik River eroding through the land separating the 
two bodies of water. Community members found that there are multiple, older drums resting on the sediment 
of the drinking water lake. The source of the drums is unknown at this time. ADEC has not received past reports 
of impacts to the drinking water lake from a spill and there have been no reports of an active spill event at this 
time. The PPRP and DWP are working to determine risks to human health and the environment at this time. 
 
There are three water treatment tanks on-site which have been previously filled prior to the erosion event. The 
DWP and the community of Point Lay have confirmed that the tanks for the community are nearly full and that 
enough drinking water was produced to provide the community with water through this winter season. Testing 
of the drinking water in June indicated that the water is safe for drinking. 
 
RESOURCES AFFECTED: The drinking water lake for Point Lay no longer exists due to erosion from the Kokolik 
River. There have not been any reports of impacts to the bottom of the former lake or to other resources as a 
result of the drums.  
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FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: ADEC PPRP and DWP are working to determine risks to human 
health and the environment that the discovered drums pose.   
 
WEATHER: Today: Mostly cloudy with wind from the NE gusting at 15 to 25 mph. Expected high temperature of 
49°F with lows near 42°F. Tomorrow: Mostly sunny skies with a high of 56°F and a low of 46°F anticipated. 
Winds will be from the ENE in the morning at 20 to 30 mph, shifting to the NE at 10 to 20 mph later in the day. 
 
UNIFIED COMMAND AND PERSONNEL:   
 Incident commander:   
    SOSC: Tom DeRuyter, ADEC 
                                FOSC:      
  
TIME/DATE OF THE NEXT REPORT DISTRIBUTION:  FIRST AND FINAL 
 

 
 
AGENCY/STAKEHOLDER NOTIFICATION LIST:  This situation report was distributed to the agencies listed on the 
standard distribution list, which includes the governor’s office, Senator Sullivan’s office, State Emergency 
Operations Center, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and other state agencies.  This situation report was also distributed to the following agencies and 
stakeholders: 

 

AGENCY / 

STAKEHOLDER 

NAME SENT VIA ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 

TELEPHONE FAX 

Senate T-  Nome Donny Olson  Email Senator.Donny.Olson@akleg.gov  
Juneau (1/18-4/15) 
                     Anchorage (4/20-1/15) 

 
465-3707 
              269-0254 

 
465-4821 
      269-2031 

House 40- Nuiqsut Benjamin Nageak  Fax  

Representative.benjamin.nageak@a
kleg.gov 
Juneau  

 

465-3473 465-2827 

ADF&G 
Al Ott / Jack Winters Email al.ott@alaska.gov  

jack.winters@alaska.gov  
459-7289 or  
459-7285 

 

USCG-Sector /ANC USCG-Anchorage  Fax  428-4100 
428-4114 (24 
hr) 

US EPA Bob Whittier Fax/Email Whittier.robert@epa.gov 
206-553-1263 or 
206-553-1264 

271-3424 

Dept of Law Attorney 
General Office 

Steven Mulder Fax/Email Steve.mulder@alaska.gov 269-5274 278-7022 

Senator Murkowski’s 
Washington DC Office 

Chief of Staff Fax North Slope only (202) 224-6665 
(202) 224-
5301 

Senator Murkowski’s 
Fairbanks Office 

 Fax North Slope only 456-0233 451-7146 

U.S. Air Force Lori Roy Email Lori.roy@us.af.mil 552-7697  

North Slope Borough Harry K. Brower Fax Mayor 852-0200 852-0337 

North Slope Borough Rhoda Ahmaogak Email 
Planning Director 
rhoda.ahmaogak@north-
slope.org  

852-0320  

Native Village of Nuiqsut  Email Native.village@astacalaska.net  480-3010  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: Candice Bressler, PIO, ADEC (907) 465-5009 
 
This SITREP and additional photos will be available at the following website: 

http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/perp/response/sr_active.htm  
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